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SUBJECT: ZAIREAN COMPLAINT OVER ATTACK ON DILOLO 

FOLLOWING NOTE VERBALE DATED JANUARY 19, FROM ZAIREAN 
CHARGE TO SYG, HAS BEEN CIRCULATED AS SECURITY COUNCIL DOCU- 
MENT S/11936: 

QUOTE 

THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, A.I., OF THE PERMANENT 

MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE TO THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS 
HIS COMPLIMENTS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND HAS THE HONOUR TO RRANSMIT BELOW THE TEXT OF LETTER NO. DAFECI/ 
130/00007/76 DATED 18 JANUARY 1976, ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERA 
L 

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF STATED OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION AT KINSHASA, 

BY MESSAGE NO. 130/208/76 OF 18 JANUARY 1976. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUNN 00188 201709Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TEXT OF THE LETTER 
"SIR 

"I HAVE THE HONOUR TO INFORM YOU THAT ON 10 JANUARY 1976 
THE SOVIET AND CUBAN FORCES WHICH ARE FIGHTING IN ANGOLA 
ON THE SIDE OF THE MOVIMENTO POPULAR DE LIBERTACAO DE 
ANGOLA (MPLO) BLEW UP THE RAIL AND ROAD BRIDIGES WHICH LINK 
THE FRONTIER CENTRE OF DILOLO (IN THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE) WITH 
THAT OF TEXEIRA DE SUZO (IN ANGOLA). THESE BRIDGES ARE 
SITUATED ON THE KASAI RIVER. WHICH FORMS THE NATURAL FRONTIER 
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE AND ANGOLA. 

"MORE THAN 70 PERCENT OF OUR EXPORTS FROM THE SHABA MINING 
REGION ARE TRANSPORTED ON THE RAILWAY WHICH, AFTER DILOLO, 

JOINS UP WITH THE BENGUELA RAILWAY (IN ANGOLA). THE LATTER 

RAILWAY RUNS FROM TEXEIRA DE SOUZA TO THE ATLANTIC PORT OF 

LOBITO. IN ADDITION, SIZABLE IMPORTS OF VARIOUS PRODUCTS 

NEEDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE MINING AND OTHER INDUSTRIES AND FOR 

THE USE OF THE POPULATION OF THE REGION ARE ALSO CARRIED ON 

THAT SAME RAILWAY. 

"FOR SOME MONTHS, OUR EXPORTS AND IMPORTS TRANSPORTED ON THE 
BENGUELA RAILWAY HAVE BEEN SEIZED BY THE SOVIET-CUBAN TROOPS 
WHICH ARE FIGHTING ON THE SIDE OF MPLA AND WHICH HAVE DISPOSED 
OF THEM ARBITRARILY. THIS CONSTITUTES REAL PILLAGING AND IS A 
FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF ALL THE INTERNATIONAL RULES CONCERNING 
TRADE AND TRANSPORT. 

"IN ADDITION TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ROAD AND RAIL BRIDGES 
WHICH LINK DILOLO WITH TEREIRA DE SOUZA AND WHICH ARE THE JOINT 
PROPERTY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE AND OF ANGOLA, THE SOVIET-CUBAN 
TROOPS HAVE ENGAGED IN INTENSIVE BOMBING OF THE URBAN 
CENTRE OF DILOLO, DESTROYING SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS, HOUSES IN THE CAMP FOR THE WORKERS OF THE SOCIETE 
NATIONALE DE CHEMINS DE FER ZAIROIS AND PRIVATE DWELLINGS, THUS 
FORCING THE POPULATION TO LEAVE THE TOWN. 

"NINE LARGE SHELL HOLES HAVE BEEN FOUND. THE REMINS OF THESE 
SHELLS WHICH ARE IN OUR POSSESSION BEAR THE MARK OF THEIR SOVIET 
ORIGIN. 

"THE ACT PERPETRATED BY THE SOVIET-CUBAN FORCES WHICH ARE 

FIGHTING IN ANGOLA ON THE SIDE OF MPLA IS IN 

FACT A CASUS BELLI WHICH IS THREATING THE SOVEREIGNTY, 

TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND SECURITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE. 

"I THEREFORE WISH TO INFORM YOU OF THIS MATTER, REQUESTING YOU TO 
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BRING IT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CURRENT PRESIDENT OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND OF ALL THE STATES MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

CONSEQUENTLY, I REQUEST YOU TO ARRANGE FOR THIS LETTER 
TO BE CIRCULATED AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

"I THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS LETTER 
AND REQUEST YOU TO ACCEPT THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. 
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